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V
enice has a strong history in the glassblowing

industry dating back to the 8th century. The

island of Murano is particularly famous for its

glass. All the glass furnaces were moved there

in 1291 to minimise the risk of fire on the main island of Veni-

ce. Here the industry flourished, holding the monopoly on

quality glass-making for centuries. Berengo Studio 1989 is a

furnace and studio on Murano established in 1989 by Adriano

Berengo. The goal is to take glass to a new level in the world of

contemporary art. By marrying the craftsmanship of centuries-

old techniques with contemporary creativity, he created a unique

and exciting space, a glass furnace for artists. Since the late

1980s, more than 300 contemporary artists have expanded their

oeuvre by creating artworks in glass. To name a few: Ai Wei-

wei, Tony Cragg, Thomas Schütte, Jaume Plensa, Erwin Wurm,

Vik Muniz, Cai Guo-Qiang. Many of these artworks are found

today in private and public collections worldwide, including the

Louvre in Paris and the Corning Museum of Glass in upstate

New York. In 2014, Adriano Berengo founded Fondazione

Berengo to be a leading institutional voice promoting the glass

of Murano in the world of fine art. Fondazione Berengo is based

in the neo-Gothic Palazzo Franchetti in Venice (San Marco

2847)  and is the promoter of Glasstress, an exhibition of

contemporary art in glass. Since its debut in 2009, Glasstress

has been an official collateral event of the Venice Biennale. In

2011, Glasstress began to travel worldwide hosted by prominent

institutions. Fondazione Berengo also organizes and promotes

shows during the Biennale of Architecture. In 2016 gave life to

ZAHA HADID, the first retrospective of the late archistar. In

2018 will host MEMPHIS – Plastic Field, a celebration of

Memphis Design movement founded by Ettore Sottsass in 1981

through the iconic geometric shapes and the bright colors that

made it a staple of Italian and international design. In order to

make this exhibition even more iconic, in the garden of Palazzo

Franchetti there will be “The Gilded Cage” by Ai Weiwei, a

monumental installation and political statement on immigration

policies.

Berengo Studio 1989 and Fondazione Berengo
A MARRIAGE OF CONTEMPORARY ART AND GLASS MAKING

Luxury Travel Group– Preferred Museums & Art Galleries Luxury Travel Group - Preferred Museums & Art Galleries


